About the Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas

The Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas, a community organization for more than a century, convenes and raises funds for Dallas’s thriving Jewish community of 70,000 individuals and for organizations and agencies locally, in Israel, and around the world.
Mission
To help ensure the continuity of a strong and vibrant Jewish community in Dallas, Israel, and throughout the world
 

The Federation is the central coordinating fundraising agency for the Dallas Jewish community. It is the one place where philanthropy, volunteerism and shared commitment come together to make a difference in the community and the world. From hometown to homeland, Federation brings life-saving and life-sustaining care to Jews in need in Dallas and overseas.


Whether caring for people in need or nurturing and sustaining Jewish identity for future generations, this is where our community comes together as one; where we, as a community, develop innovative responses to critical, often life-threatening issues; where anyone who needs help can get it; where an energized Jewish community grows and celebrates; and where everyone, including you, can make a difference right now. 

History
 

When was the Jew​ish Fed​er​a​tion of Greater Dal​las founded?
Imag​ine that we are back on Oc​to​ber 7, 1911, the day we of​fi​cially in​cor​po​rated as Fed​er​ated He​brew Char​i​ties. Jews help​ing Jews was not some​thing new in Dal​las, even then; this had ac​tu​ally started well be​fore the turn of the 20th cen​tury, with a num​ber of var​i​ous benev​o​lent so​ci​eties. But now, these var​i​ous en​ti​ties be​came one, under God​cheaux Levi’s pres​i​dency, unit​ing to take on the im​me​di​ate work of set​tling Jews who were com​ing to Amer​ica through the Port of Galve​ston.

What was the pur​pose of the fed​er​a​tion back then?
Our pur​pose was to "shel​ter the home​less, feed the hun​gry, ren​der as​sis​tance of a char​i​ta​ble na​ture to re​lieve suf​fer​ing hu​man​ity.” The gen​eral pop​u​la​tion of Dal​las was less than 150,000 then with Jews num​ber​ing around 7,000. South Dal​las was the place to be. Fam​i​lies with busi​nesses in Deep Ellum often lived near or up​stairs of them, and many new​com​ers from Rus​sia and East​ern Eu​rope set​tled north of the old down​town, in neigh​bor​hoods called Goose Val​ley, Frog​town and Lit​tle Jerusalem.

What was first on the agenda?
An​swer​ing 477 local re​quests for aid, a 1/3 of them from Russ​ian im​mi​grants. We wel​comed Jews flee​ing Eu​rope be​fore WWII, those seek​ing new homes post-Holo​caust, and those from Cuba, South Africa, Is​rael and more. We pro​vided food and shel​ter, as​sessed and met health needs, taught Eng​lish, and brought them into our com​mu​ni​ties. In 1923, we re-named our​selves the Fed​er​a​tion of Jew​ish So​cial Ser​vices and be​came the cen​tral fundraiser for all Jew​ish or​ga​ni​za​tions lo​cally and re​gion​ally.

What is the con​nec​tion be​tween the fed​er​a​tion and Jew​ish Fam​ily Ser​vice?
The local so​cial ser​vice bu​reau within the Fed​er​a​tion was ex​pand​ing its work. In 1942, it be​came Jew​ish Fam​ily Ser​vice (JFS), with Bernard Gold​stein as di​rec​tor, as​sisted by a staff con​sist​ing of a sin​gle so​cial worker. Four decades later, in 1983, JFS came into or​ga​ni​za​tional “adult​hood” when it in​cor​po​rated on its own, as a Fed​er​a​tion part​ner agency.

How has the federation continued to be relevant to the Dallas Jewish community?
 

In 1976, we took the name that is ours today, The Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas. This title reflects our continuing growth as we are no longer simply a charity organization. We’re an enabler of better living, an incubator of new ideas and initiatives, an engager of leadership development and Jewish education, and an advocate for interfaith/interethnic relationships.
 

Our 1988 demographic survey showed 45,000 Jews in the area we serve. Since then, the number has grown to 70,000. We’ve continued to research our community’s needs, and develop and deliver the programs that answer them.

We are fulfilling the dream of our long-ago Federation visionaries who first declared, “We offer social, philanthropic, and educational activities to improve the health, happiness, and economic efficiency of all area Jews. We centralize fundraising for philanthropic purposes. We determine the Jewish institutions entitled to community support, and make contributions to them.”

Our current name recognized the Jewish population growth and accompanying needs in Far North Dallas, Collin, Denton and Dallas counties, and with that recognition, we began to raise funds in those areas. Our Annual Campaign hit $10 million for the first time in 2006, and even in the down economic year preceding our 100th anniversary, we raised more than $10 million to fund our many programs. In 2014, we raised $10,525,00, the largest increase in three years.

What is the history of the federation serving the needs in Israel and overseas?
 

Imagine us as self-centered, limiting our efforts only to Dallas-area needs. Impossible, isn’t it? We belong to the Jewish Federations of North America, together serving the entire Jewish world, and have done so since 1932, when our Federation authorized the first local United Jewish Appeal campaign to help Jews suffering overseas.
 

In 1948, Temple Emanu-El’s Rabbi David Lefkowitz spoke out strongly for the needs of the new State of Israel, and we’ve never failed since to help her. Our first official Israel Mission was in 1961, then we raised more than $3 million in our 1967 Six Day War drive, and more than $7 million in 1973, when Golda Meir came here to garner support for the Yom Kippur War drive. In 2006, our support of the Lebanon emergency campaign sent almost $2.5 million more to Israel.

We also helped Operation Moses move some 15,000 Jews from Ethiopia to Israel in 1985, and six years later supported Operation Solomon as it rescued the many Ethiopian Jews still stranded in the Sudan. Our Soviet efforts peaked with the Operation Exodus special campaign that began in 1990, and in three years raised $5.5 million to help resettle thousands of Jews in Israel, across the United States, and locally. We’ve benefited immeasurably from the many who have come to live here!  More recently, we earmarked $142,000 to aid victims of Hurricane Katrina, and resettled some of them in the Dallas area.

In 1998, we began our Federation Partnership With Israel, now known as Partnership 2Gether, in an effort to improve life for residents of the Western Galilee. Since 2006, we’ve also been impacting Jewish lives in Budapest and the FSU through our current partnerships with the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) and the Jewish Agency for Israel.

Where to next?
 

We continue to unify our community by helping Jews create meaningful lives. 
 
Past community leaders, Ervin Donsky, Nolan Glazer, Lou Kreditor, Irvin Jaffe, achieved the highest goals of fundraising, while others became household names: Stanley Marcus, Raymond Nasher, and Annette Strauss, Dallas’s first-ever elected woman mayor.
Where will we be after our second hundred years? We look forward to the growth of new Jews who will benefit from our efforts, and who will help meet new community needs.
